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This is a reply to a question like many others we
receive on our web site.

QUESTION:<< My question concerns the issue of
homosexuality.
Please provide a Quranic spotlight on this contentious
issue. Is
homosexuality normal/natural? Is it accepted in Quran?



How to

deal with people who are homosexual? Can homosexuals
be

submitters?>>

Homosexuality is a sin. Men and women should
abstain from any practice
of Homosexuality.

Homosexuality is prohibited in Quran per the
example of the people of Lot.
The following verses will make this clear, God willing.

[7:80-81]

Lot said to his people, "You commit such an
abomination; no one
in the world has done it before! "You practice sex with
the men,
instead of the women. Indeed, you are a transgressing
people.”

[26:165-166]

"Do you have sex with the males, of all the people?
"You forsake
the wives that your Lord has created for you! Indeed, you
are
transgressing people.”

The Quran forbids any sexual relationship other than
In a marriage
between a man and a woman. Many homosexual men
and women
claim that they are born with their sexual preferences and



that they

have no choice. Although this point is very much in
dispute in the

medical world, it has no support in the Quran. Even then,
iIrrespective

of the nature of homosexuality, this matter would not
affect the laws

spelled out clearly in the Quran .

We know that this life is a test. Everyone of us has

his/her own test.

For example someone may be born blind, but that person
IS expected

to live his/her life according to God's law. Others are
born poor, short,

tall, weak, missing fingers, having big nose...etc but all
of them are
expected to follow God's law. Some men or women may
never marry in

their life, or spend part of their life without a spouse. As
per the Quran

they still have to live a chaste life and avoid any sexual
contacts outside a

marriage. They have to suppress their sexual feelings to
follow God's law.

It is a major test and not an easy one for many. Only
those who submit to

God will do everything they can to follow His law. They
know that their

salvation and eternal happiness rests in doing so.

Since God condemns homosexuality, then we have to
believe that a
man or a woman with homosexual feelings is expected to



behave like

any other human being and follows God's laws if he/she
truely believes in

them. He/she shall resist his/her feelings , maintains
abstinence , use all

available resources of help including medical, social and
behavioral

therapies to overcome their behavior and feelings.

They should pray to God to help them getting over it and
submit to God's

law that sees homosexuality as gross sin. Only those who
steadfastly

persevere in obeying God's law will they pass their test
and confirm their

submission to God.

For a person who asks, "why me?" We know God is

the Most

Merciful and Just (16:90) and He will give each one of
us a fair

test and a fair chance. He assigns the tests to suite each
one of us

and we believe that He will never burden any soul
beyond its

means (23:2).
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"About a year ago, | chose to leave Islam and convert
to Judaism. | went through the one-year Judaism course
and was more and more convinced that | had done the
right thing. For the first time, | was able to really feel
God’s presence and worship him. The struggle against
my family and society was very difficult. | was told by
the local Imam and by my family that | am Kafir
[unbeliever facing eternal damnation] and that it is
allowed by Islam to kill me because changing one’s faith
IS even worse than murder. If | could only explain to
them that this is EXACTLY why | left why | left Islam —
because it has become so violent and primitive. When |
read your book, | was filled with hope. Maybe one day,
people who choose to leave Islam will not be legitimate
targets and will be able to express themselves freely.” -

RJ

Irshad replies: You might wish to remind your family
that, as Jew, you’re still part of “Ahl al-Kitab” or “People
of the Book.” According to the Koran, People of the
Book are to be respected: “Believers, Jews, Christians,
and Sabaeans — whoever believes in God and the Last
Day, and who does what is right — shall be rewarded by
their Lord; they have nothing to fear or regret” (2:62)".
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“Not all religious Gentiles earn eternal life by virtue
of observing their religion: While it is recognized that
Moslems worship the same God that we do (though
calling him Allah, He is the same God of Israel), even
those who follow the tenets of their religion cannot be
considered righteous in the eyes of God, because they do
not accept that the Written Torah in the hands of the
Jews today is the original Torah handed down by God
and they do not accept the Seven Laws of Noah as
binding on them.

While the Christians do generally accept the Hebrew
Bible as truly from God, many of them (those who
accept the so-called divinity of Jesus) are idolaters

according to the Torah, punishable by death, and
certainly will not enjoy the World to Come. But it is not
just being a member of a denomination in which the

majority are believers in the Trinity that is idolatry, but
personal idolatrous practice, whatever the individual's
affiliation”...



According to Torah tradition, God gave Noah and his
family seven commandments to observe when he saved
them from the flood. These commandments, referred to

as the Noahic or Noahide commandments, are learned by

tradition but also suggested in Genesis Chapter 9, and are
as follows:

1. not to commit idolatry

2. not to commit blasphemy

3. not to commit murder

4. not to have forbidden sexual relations
5. not to commit theft

6. not to eat flesh cut from a living animal

7. to establish courts of justice to punish violators of
the other six laws.

These commandments may seem fairly simple and
straightforward, and most of them are recognized by
most of the world as sound moral principles. But
according to the Torah only those Gentiles who observe
these laws because God commanded them in His Torah
will enjoy life in the World to Come: If they observe
them just because they seem reasonable or because they
think that God commanded them in some way other than
in the Torah, they might as well not obey them so far as a
part in the World to Come is concerned
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"For example, the famous passage about the virgins
IS based on the word hur, which is an adjective in the
feminine plural meaning simply "white." Islamic
tradition insists the term hur stands for "houri," which
means virgin, but Mr. Luxenberg insists that this is a
forced misreading of the text. In both ancient Aramaic
and in at least one respected dictionary of early Arabic,
hur means "white raisin."

Mr. Luxenberg has traced the passages dealing with
paradise to a Christian text called Hymns of Paradise by



a fourth-century author. Mr. Luxenberg said the word
paradise was derived from the Aramaic word for garden
and all the descriptions of paradise described it as a
garden of flowing waters, abundant fruits and white
raisins, a prized delicacy in the ancient Near East. In this
context, white raisins, mentioned often as hur, Mr.
Luxenberg said, makes more sense than a reward of
sexual favors".

Y. "Beith Drasha Discussion Forum" g 2 ooy LS
L J5t% Jim Quilty .l “Giving the Koran a history™ s
7mSH A58 g cangty GL adl ol oy e B2l o a8
A o 18y el );\O;ms L

"Another more contentious conclusion was picked up
by journalists at the New York Times and the Guardian
after Sept. 11, 2001, because it seems to have direct
implications for the aspirations of those hijackers, and
Muslim suicide bombers generally. It concerns the
houris, the angels or virgins whom, it is written, await
those who attain paradise. Luxenberg argues that “hur”
are not virgins but grapes or raisins, specifically white
grapes which were considered a great delicacy at the
time. Luxenberg’s restored version of the houris lines
thus reads: “We will let them (the blessed in Paradise) be
refreshed with white (grapes), (like) jewels (of crystal).”
It is a less sensual notion of everlasting life to be sure,
but, given that the virgins have always been said to be
female, a less patriarchal one as well".
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