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Professor the Lord Alten of Livarpoal

Housge of Lords

London SW1A OPW
FROM PROFESSOR THE LORD ALTON OF LIVERPOOL
TO THE GOVERNCR OF SOHAG PROVINCE

October 14th 1998
Your Excellency,

1 write to you once more regarding the mass detention and forture of about 1000
Christians In El-Kosheh village, Schag province. | am deeply concerned that not
only have the police officers responsible for this grave abuse of human rights not
been punished but inslead Bishop Wisa of Baliana, Father Antonius and Father
Shenouda have been charged. They have been charged under Articles 85, 88,
171, 187, 201 and 145 ol the penal code.

All that these priests were trying to do was tell the truth and seek justice for their
own people and If the best that the Egyptian authorities can do e charge
“these priests with criminal offences it is = clear indication that the
Egyptian government ig itself committed to discrimination and
persecution against its country's Christlans and that the persecution
of Christiane In El-Kosheh village was not simply the actions of some
blased palice officers but hae been carrled out with the full support of
the Egyptian gevernment. It is clear from {hese charges against the priests that
the Egyptian government is irying to Intimidate the Christian clergy and stop them
speaking out against religious persecution and discrimination ’

it the Egyptian government is truly concemed about egual treatment for all its
citizens, regardless of their religion, then it should ensure that the following action
Is taken as a matter of urgency: 1} Release Shaiboob William Arsal from detention
and drop the false charges of murder against him, 2) Arrest the real murderers of
Samir Oweda Hakim and Karam Tamer Arsal. These murderers are alleged to be
some focal Egyptian Muslims. 3) Punish all the police officers responsible for the
detention and tortura of the Christians. 4) Compensate all the Christians who were
mistreated by the pofice.

Thank you for your attention. | do hope you will intervene and end this grave
injustice.
Yours sincerely,

Lo

PIMEDIDUT 1D Lt AV e ST o

gl 310120 g o
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Professor the Lord Allen of Liverpool

House of Lords

London § Y
FROM PROFESSOR THE LORD ALTON OF LVeRrooL
TO THE GOVERNOR OF SOHAG PROVINGE

CCTOBER 30TH 1998
Your Excellency,

| am extremely concemed to learn that you have been putting pressule on Bishop =
Wigsa because of his willingness to speak out against the injustices which his

paople have been facing. Furthermore you have blamed him for my reference to
Egyptian tourism being atfected by this incident of religious persecution. | want to
stress lo you (hat Bishop Wissa never raised the issue of tourism. that was my ides
snd | am seriously considering pursuing an extensive campsign

againet Egyptian tourism If Justice is not done for the Christians of

Sohag soan. | am also cansulling with my colleague in the United States-

Congress about the possibility of a joint U.S-British campaign agalnst Egyptian
tourism,

This idea of mine regarding tourism is not one ! have come lo lightly. But | am
exiremely disappointed wilh the Egyptian government’s conduct in the Sohag alfair
50 far. Instead o1 punishing the police officers responsible for the persecution of the
Christians in Sohag the Egyptian autharities have charged 3 priests Including |
Bishop Wissa and presantly keep 3 Copts in detention. The 3 detained Copls are
Shaibooo Wiiliam Arsal, Abdu Mikhail Malak and Yasser Shahid Allam. Abdu
Mikhall Malak and Yasser Shahid Allam were toriured to make them make
statements accusing Shaiboob of the murder of the 2 Copts. When they tried to
withdraw their stalements after they were released they were simply detained™”
again. ) can assure you that | am monitoring the situation very closely and have so
far saen litue sincerity on the part of the Egyplian authorities in obtaining justice for
the persecuted Christians. Insiead the Egyptian authorities are mistreating more
Copts and threataning Bishop Wissa and his priests in an attempt 1o cover up their
mistakes.

| urge that the Egyplian authorities: 1) Release Shaiboob William Arsal. 2)
Apprehend the real murderers of the 2 Copts. 3) Release Abdu Mikhail Malak and
Yasser Shahid Allam. both of whom were tortured to make them give statements
against Shaiboob. 4) Punish all the police office~s responsible for the persecution
of the Christians in Sohag. 5) Compensate all the Christians who were delained
and torured in this incident

| know that if your government has the political will, they could easily ensurg that
the above measures are taken. Let me assure you that the longer thal we have lo
walt for justics for the Christians of Sohag. the more likely that there will be a strong
international campaign against Egyptian tourism.

Yours sincerely.

Do

Professor The Lord Alten of Liverpool & R a5l
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